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Dear North Dakota Golfers,  
 
No other sport has figured out how to allow players of varied skills to compete on a friendly and 
fair basis.   The course rating system allows golfers to utilize their handicap in order to compete 
on an equitable basis among friends or in championships.  Whether competing in your four-
some, at your club championship, or state championship, the NDGA helps provide the tools to 
allow all skill levels of golfers to compete on a level playing field to add to the enjoyment of the 
game for all. 
 
I would like to recommend all member clubs require a GHIN handicap in order to compete in 
ALL club, local and state events.  It ensures a level playing field for all.   
 
The NDGA has developed our state championships into the premier competitions in the state of 
North Dakota.  We provide the best available facilities for our members to compete against 
each other.  We have both gross and net divisions to recognize those with the highest skill level 
as well as provide a fair competition for those with varying skill levels.  We welcome ALL golfers 
to our championships. 
 
The NDGA provides grants and donations to junior golf programs across the state.  A portion of 
all GHIN fees, tournament registration fees, and donations go toward preserving and promoting 
the game of golf in ND through our commitment to junior golf programs.   
 
We partnered with Cloverdale Foods last year in providing food for competitors in our events in 
exchange for voluntary monetary donations.  This was extraordinarily successful in raising 
money for local junior golf programs.  Thank you Cloverdale for your generosity. 
 
I encourage everyone to consider making a donation next time you sign up for a NDGA event. 
These donations, like the Cloverdale donations, will go directly to area junior golf programs. 
 
I'm looking forward to a great 2017 golf season and hope to see you all on the first tee! 
 
Rick Kuhn 
President, NDGA 
  

Membership  

NDGA GHIN Membership Breakdown: 
Total NDGA GHIN Membership 2016 –  5685 
 

Handicap Breakdown by Gender: 
Women – 744 total – Average Handicap Index Statewide:  24,21 
Men – 4692 total  – Average Handicap Index Statewide:  13.04 
Juniors – 249  TOTAL. 

Scores Posted Breakdown ‘16: 
North Dakotans continue to love the game of golf.  Be a good steward to fairness 
and remember to post your scores when you play 9 or 18 and refer to the 
information in this booklet about stipulated rounds and rounds in competition: 
Scores Posted from April 15 Revision to October 15 Revision: 
 1 Round Posted   ------------- 207 golfers 
 9 and under Rounds Posted -- 1428 golfers 

10-20 Rounds Posted   -------    1399 golfers 
 21-30 Rounds Posted  --------  893 golfers 
 31- 40 Rounds Posted -------     481 golfers 
 41-50 Rounds Posted  -------     286 golfers 
 51 - 60 Rounds Posted -------    183 golfers 
 61-70 Rounds Posted --------      112 golfers 
 71-80 Rounds Posted  --------    51 golfers 
 81-90 Rounds Posted   --------   32 golfers 
 91-100 Rounds Posted  --------  23 Golfers 
 100 + Rounds Posted  ----------  24 Golfers 
 TOP Rounds Posted by a single player – 351 
 By Bob Gustafson - Apple Creek CC 
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Junior GHIN Memberships are complimentary at every club in the State.  GHIN is a 
wonderful tool for tracking progress and has many new features for tracking 
scores hole by hole, putting, driving, and ball striking statistics.  We strongly 
encourage all juniors to register for GHIN at their home club and begin entering 
all rounds played.  Junior players can help themselves with the college recruiting 
process by carrying a GHIN number as well to have a complete scoring record to 
report to interested college coaches. 
 
Handicap Breakdown by number of GHIN Members per Association: 

Club Name # Active 
Golfers 

MAPLE RIVER GOLF COURSE        305 

EDGEWOOD GOLF CLUB             296 
FARGO COUNTRY CLUB             296 
RIVERWOOD GOLF COURSE 281 
MINOT COUNTRY CLUB             278 
KINGS WALK                     254 
OXBOW COUNTRY CLUB             252 
TOM O'LEARY                    182 
OSGOOD GOLF COURSE             176 
APPLE CREEK COUNTRY CLUB       170 
SOURIS VALLEY GOLF COURSE      164 
VARDON GOLF CLUB               164 
HAWKTREE GC                    143 
GRAND FORKS COUNTRY CLUB       133 
ROSE CREEK                     122 
THE LINKS OF ND                107 
HEART RIVER GOLF CLUB          101 
ROLLA GOLF COURSE              95 
PRAIRIE WEST GOLF COURSE       92 
HILLCREST MEN'S ASSN           91 
JAMESTOWN COUNTRY CLUB         86 
OXBOW COUNTRY CLUB             67 
CROSS ROADS GOLF COURSE        59 
WATFORD CITY GOLF CLUB         52 
MINOT AFB GOLF COURSE          49 
EAGLE RIDGE GOLF CLUB          49 
BOIS DE SIOUX GOLF CLUB        48 
MAPLE RIVER GOLF COURSE        45 
SOURIS VALLEY GOLF COURSE      40 
MEDICINE HOLE                  37 
WILLISTON MUNICIPAL CC         35 
HAZEN GOLF CLUB - 18           33 
COTTONWOOD GOLF COURSE         32 

GOOSE RIVER GOLF CLUB          27 
BEULAH MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE   25 
BOTTINEAU COUNTRY CLUB         25 
HEART RIVER GOLF CLUB / LADIES 25 
RUGBY COUNTRY CLUB             25 
SWEETWATER CREEK               24 
GARRISON GOLF COURSE           20 
EDGEWATER COUNTRY CLUB         18 
LEONARD COUNTRY CLUB           18 
CREEL BAY GOLF COURSE          17 
JAMESTOWN COUNTRY CLUB         17 
EDGEWATER GOLF CLUB            17 
KINGS WALK                     17 
FAIR OAKS GOLF CLUB            16 
PAINTED WOODS GOLF COURSE      16 
LANGDON GOLF COURSE            15 
OSGOOD GOLF COURSE             14 
SPLICKAN COUNTRY CLUB          12 
COTTONWOOD GOLF COURSE         12 
PHEASANT COUNTRY GOLF CLUB     12 
DAKOTA WINDS GOLF COURSE       12 
HAZEN GOLF CLUB - 18           10 
VALLEY CITY T & CC             10 

 
 
A Golf Handicap Index Number does the following: 

1. Levels the playing field – allows golfers of differing abilities to play a fair and 
competitive round or competition with other golfers of differing skills and gender and 
from different tees.  No other online program can accomplish what the GHIN system 
can. 

2. Legitimizes competitions across all USGA GHIN member courses across the world.  
Whereever a golfer travels to play golf at a USGA licensed golf facility – your GHIN 
number travels with you and you can fairly compete within the guidelines of the State 
and National GHIN system. 

3. Your GHIN membership provides for the promotion of your local club, has given over 
$100,000 in grants to Junior Golf across the state. 

4. The USGA asks all golfers to do their part and play fairly under the Rules of Golf – Your 
GHIN is an essential component to fair competition. 

GOT GHIN? 
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Golf Courses with the most Single Digit Handicaps: 
 

CLUB NAME Golfer Count 
OXBOW COUNTRY CLUB             156 
KINGS WALK                     137 
MAPLE RIVER GOLF COURSE        131 
FARGO COUNTRY CLUB             119 
RIVERWOOD MENS GOLF ASSN       111 
EDGEWOOD GOLF CLUB             104 
HAWKTREE GC                    92 
GRAND FORKS COUNTRY CLUB       79 
SOURIS VALLEY GOLF COURSE      70 
APPLE CREEK COUNTRY CLUB       68 
MINOT COUNTRY CLUB             68 
VARDON GOLF CLUB               58 
HEART RIVER GOLF CLUB          53 
ROSE CREEK                     50 
PRAIRIE WEST GOLF COURSE       47 
THE LINKS OF ND                44 
OSGOOD GOLF COURSE             37 
JAMESTOWN COUNTRY CLUB         34 
BOIS DE SIOUX GOLF CLUB        28 
CROSS ROADS GOLF COURSE        26 
ROLLA GOLF COURSE              23 
EAGLE RIDGE GOLF CLUB          20 
TOM O'LEARY                    20 
MINOT AFB GOLF COURSE          19 
GOOSE RIVER GOLF CLUB          17 
WATFORD CITY GOLF CLUB         15 
BEULAH MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE   13 
HAZEN GOLF CLUB - 18           12 
CREEL BAY GOLF COURSE          11 
HILLCREST MEN'S ASSN           11 
LEONARD COUNTRY CLUB           10 
MEDICINE HOLE                  10 
 
 
 

Handicaps Index Breakdown by State: 
 

Lowest MEn’s Handicap index in 
North Dakota:   

 
+6.1 – DavID SchulTz 

 

 
Number of golfers with a “+”  handicap index  -- 113 
 
Total golfers with a handicap within 0 to 3.0 ----  299 
 
Number of ND golfers who qualify for US Amateur 
Qualifying Handicap Index of 2.4 or below ------  346           
 
Number of golfers in ND with a 3.1 to 6.0  -------  483 
 
Total number of golfers with a 6.1 to 10.0  -------  919 
 
39% of Male Golfers in ND carry a 10.0 index or below. 
 
 
Lowest WomEn’s Handicap index  
in North Dakota:   

 
+0.2 – Katie Kasper 

 
95 Women Golfers in ND carry an index of 15.0 or below. 
 
7.9% of Women golfers in ND are below a 15.0 index. 
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The USGA Handicapping Manual has the following information on 
score posting: 
 
Scores To Post 
To post a 9-hole score, the player must play 7 to 12 holes, and at least 7 holes 
must be played in accordance with the principle of the Rules of Golf. To post an 
18-hole score, the player must play at least 13 holes in accordance with the 
principles of the Rules of Golf. (See Decisions 5-1a/3 through 5-1a/5.) 
 
Posting a Score When a Complete Round is Not Played 
If 13 or more holes are played, the player must post an 18-hole score. If 7 to 12 
holes are played, the player must post a nine-hole score. In either case, scores for 
unplayed holes must be recorded as par plus any handicap strokes that the player 
is entitled to receive on the unplayed holes. (See Section 4-2 and 5-1a .) 
Example: A player with a Course Handicap of 30 stops playing after 16 holes 
because of darkness. Hole 17 is a par 3 and is the number 18 handicap-stroke 
hole. The player will record 3 (par) plus 1 handicap stroke for an X-4 on hole 17. 
Hole 18 is a par 4 and is the number 12 handicap-stroke hole. The player will 
record 4 (par) plus 2 handicap strokes for an X-6 on hole 18. 
 
Scores on All Courses 
Adjusted gross scores from all courses with a USGA Course Rating and Slope 
Rating made during an active season, both at home and away, must be posted by 
the player along with the appropriate USGA Course Rating and Slope Rating. (See 
Decision 5-1b/1.) 
 
Scores in All Forms of Competition 
Scores in both match play and stroke play must be posted for handicap purposes. 
This includes scores made in match play, in multi-ball, or in team competitions in 
which players have not completed one or more holes or in which players are 
requested to pick up when out of contention on a hole. (See Decision 5-1c/1 and 
Section 4.) 
  

North Dakota Golf Association – 2016  
Player of the Year and Senior Player of the Year 
 
The North Dakota Golf Association Player Point System shows points allotted in the table 
below.  Points are awarded in a two-year period.  The first year of the two is divided in half and 
year two points are given full credit to award 3 NDGA Players, the top 2 spots by most points 
and the 3rd is an NDGA Board Selection, the opportunity to represent North Dakota at the USGA 
State Team Championship.  The NDGA provides a stipend to cover most of the expenses for 
players to travel to this prestigious event 
 
Player of the Year:   BILL CARLSON 

 
 
Senior Player of the Year:  RANDY WESTBY 
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2016 North Dakota Golf Association Championship Summary 
 
State Senior Scramble and State Scramble 
 Bully Pulpit Golf Course – Medora, ND – 48 Players 
 

 
 
 

State Scramble – Bully Pulpit GC – Medora, ND – 144 Players 
Brandon Hallquist and Brady Opheim won in a playoff vs. Nick Myhre and 
Jay Myhre.   
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State Senior Best Ball – State Mid-Am 4-Ball, and 4-Ball Championship 
 Grand Forks Country Club – Grand Forks, ND 
 State Senior Best Ball Championship Results – 56 Players 
Gregg Schaefer and Earl Battle are the Senior Best Ball Champions after winning a playoff 
over Larry Medenwald and Mike Ferrell. 

 

 
4-Ball Championship  - Overall Champions - Grand Forks Country Club 
112 Players 
Congratulations to Open Division Champs: Tim and Chad Skarperud  
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4-Ball Mid-Am Championship  - Grand Forks Country Club 
 
Congratulations to Todd Schaefer and Tim Skinner on their Mid-Am 
Championship 
 

 

Boys' Junior Championship  - 34 Players Total - Riverwood Golf Course 
Due to weather the second round of the State Junior was canceled. 

 
 
Girls' Junior Championship  - 16 Players Total - Riverwood Golf Course 
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State Senior Stroke Play Championship  30 Total Players –  Links of North Dakota 
 
  Congratulations to Mike Podolak on the State Senior Stroke Play Championship 
 

 

State Stroke Play Championship 47 Total Players  –  Links of North Dakota 
Congratulations to Rick Kuhn on the Stroke Play Championship 

 
 
State Stroke Play Mid-Am Championship 

–  Links of North Dakota 
Congratulations to Rick Kuhn on the Mid-Am Championship 
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State Match Play Championship – 24 Total Players  
  Jamestown Country Club – Jamestown, ND 

 

13 and Under – Jack Hoeven Wee Links – Minot, ND 
33 Total Players 
Congratulations to Champ Hettich and Emily St. Aubin on their great 
playing at the Wee Links in Minot. 
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State Senior Match Play Championship – Riverwood GC – Bismarck  
 
Nicklaus Division - Randy Westby  Champion 

 

 
State Senior Championship – Riverwood GC 
 

Palmer Division - Todd Baumgartner Champion 

 
 
 



212016 NDGA Annual Report

State Senior Match Play Championship – Riverwood GC – Bismarck  
 
Nicklaus Division - Randy Westby  Champion 

 

 
State Senior Championship – Riverwood GC 
 

Palmer Division - Todd Baumgartner Champion 

 
 
 



22 2016 NDGA Annual Report

State Senior Championship – Riverwood GC 
 
 Hogan Division  -  Tom Fetch Champion 
 

 
 

State 3-Man Championship – CrossRoads GC – Carrington, ND 
42 Total Players 
Congratulations to:  Duane Wages III, Matt Norby, and Nick Schaefer 
on their tremendous championship. 
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North Dakota Golf Association – 2017 Championship Calendar 
 
 ** The tournament schedule has a Western look this year due to 
construction plans in the Eastern side of the State.  We look forward 
to returning to the East in 2018! 
 

 
 
All Ranges of handicap players are welcome to participate in NDGA 
Championships. Every event is handicapped and allows players who carry a 
Higher Index an opportunity to compete with like Handicap Index players.  
The spirit of competition, high quality golf, and championship atmosphere 
are just a few of the reasons to have your group of players join us at the 
events listed above. 
 

The NDGA wishes to thank Cloverdale Foods for providing food for the 
events in 2016 and for assisting host clubs in raising funds for junior golf 
programs. 
 
2016 North Dakota Golf Association Member Clubs 
 
Membership of golf clubs, courses, and local associations is an important asset 
to golfers in all communities and at local courses.  Member courses and 
associations receive following complimentary benefits: 

 -Promotion of member golf courses online and in print publications 
 -Opportunity to apply for Junior Golf Grants from the NDGA where over 

 $70,000 has been given to develop junior golf the past 8 years. 
 -Golf Course rating system – Every 10 years golf courses must be re-rated as 

 the USGA makes changes to their formulas for Handicap Index, Slope and 
 overall course rating. 

 -Opportunities for GHIN members of local associations to play in NDGA 
 State Championships. 

 -Access to USGA Green Section Agronomists and information regarding soil 
 specific, geographical location-specific greenskeeping methods. 

 -Networking with golf courses to provide best practices in golf course 
 operations, tournament operations and maintaining USGA Amateur 
 Status Guidelines. 

 -Complimentary access to ruling information from the Staff at the NDGA – 
 the state’s authority on the Rules of Golf. 

 -Free access to GHIN Tournament Pairing Program and Online GHIN 
 Tournament Pairing Program that is used to create, score and manage all 
 of NDGA State Tournaments.  This is available by contacting the NDGA at 
 www.ndgolf.org 

 -Complimentary online score posting,  access to eGolfer tools including 
 game tracker through GHIN.com and the vast information from the USGA 
 through local associations and golf courses. 

 
If your course or association would like more information regarding rating, 
GHIN, TPP, Golf Genius, or any other issues – contact us at 
ndga2020@gmail.com 
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North Dakota Golf Association – 2017 Championship Calendar 
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2016 North Dakota Golf – Grants and Scholarships $10100 
 
 

Oxbow Country Club 

 
 

$1000 

 
Junior golf and clinics run by John 
Dahl.   Prizes, hats, gloves and golf 

balls awarded to participants. 

 
Pheasant Country Golf 
Course – Kirby Robb 

 
$600 

 
Junior golf instruction that includes 

4 weeks of instruction and a 
tournament for all participants. 

 
Osgood Junior Golf Camp 
– Fargo, ND 

 
$1000 

 
Junior golf tournament support, 

junior lesson assistance and 
assistance for instruction. 

 
Bottineau Country Club  

 
$1000 

2-Day golf camp for junior golfers to 
promote the game of golf for juniors 

in the Bottineau area. 

NDWGA – North Dakota 
Women’s Golf 
Association 

$2000 Assistance with tournament 
operations, junior golf scholarship 

and financial assistance for 
participants in the USGA State 
Women's Team National Golf 

Tournament 
Garrison Golf Course $1000 Junior golf clinics and instruction, 

paying for travel for teachers and for 
instruction time with up to 40 

students. 

 
Scholarships for 
participants in NDGA 
Scholarship essay 
contest. 

$3500 One-time scholarships are awarded 
by a committee of board members 

who select a qualified student essay 
and award a scholarship to one male 

and one female student yearly. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2016 North Dakota Golf Association Board of Directors and Staff 
 
NDGA Board of Directors 
 
Rick Kuhn    - President      -Bismarck, ND 
Perry Bohl   - Vice President    -Bismarck, ND 
Taylor Cavanagh  - Sec. Treasurer   -Fargo, ND 
Greg Melhus  - Board Member   -West Fargo, ND 
Dave Kuschel  - Board Member    -Minot, ND 
Duane Wages III  - Board Member   -Grand Forks, ND 
Tim Skarperud   - Board Member    -Grand Forks, ND  
Keith Duchscher  - Board Member   -Rugby, ND 
Randy Westby  - Board Member   -Minot, ND 
Brian Westlund   - Board Member   -Grand Forks, ND     
Tyler Reisenauer  - Board Member   -Oxbow, ND 
Doug Taylor   - Board Member   -Williston, ND 
Dave Kuschel  - Board Member   -Minot, ND 
 
 
NDGA STAFF 
 
Judy Ness     -Accountant    -Bismarck, ND 
Steve Kottsick   -GHIN Director   -Minot, ND 
Darrell Berglund  -Rating Team   -Bismarck, ND 
Kathy Berglund  -Rating Team   -Bismarck, ND 
Pat Lahr    -Rating Team   -Bismarck, ND 
Gary Lahr   -Rating Team   -Bismarck, ND 
Cole Carroll   -PJ Boatwright Intern  -Pepin, WI 
Brent Weber   -Assistant to Exec. Dir.  -Bismarck, ND 
Tim Doppler   -Executive Director  -Bismarck, ND 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



272016 NDGA Annual Report

2016 North Dakota Golf – Grants and Scholarships $10100 
 
 

Oxbow Country Club 

 
 

$1000 

 
Junior golf and clinics run by John 
Dahl.   Prizes, hats, gloves and golf 

balls awarded to participants. 

 
Pheasant Country Golf 
Course – Kirby Robb 

 
$600 

 
Junior golf instruction that includes 

4 weeks of instruction and a 
tournament for all participants. 

 
Osgood Junior Golf Camp 
– Fargo, ND 

 
$1000 

 
Junior golf tournament support, 

junior lesson assistance and 
assistance for instruction. 

 
Bottineau Country Club  

 
$1000 

2-Day golf camp for junior golfers to 
promote the game of golf for juniors 

in the Bottineau area. 

NDWGA – North Dakota 
Women’s Golf 
Association 

$2000 Assistance with tournament 
operations, junior golf scholarship 

and financial assistance for 
participants in the USGA State 
Women's Team National Golf 

Tournament 
Garrison Golf Course $1000 Junior golf clinics and instruction, 

paying for travel for teachers and for 
instruction time with up to 40 

students. 

 
Scholarships for 
participants in NDGA 
Scholarship essay 
contest. 

$3500 One-time scholarships are awarded 
by a committee of board members 

who select a qualified student essay 
and award a scholarship to one male 

and one female student yearly. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2016 North Dakota Golf Association Board of Directors and Staff 
 
NDGA Board of Directors 
 
Rick Kuhn    - President      -Bismarck, ND 
Perry Bohl   - Vice President    -Bismarck, ND 
Taylor Cavanagh  - Sec. Treasurer   -Fargo, ND 
Greg Melhus  - Board Member   -West Fargo, ND 
Dave Kuschel  - Board Member    -Minot, ND 
Duane Wages III  - Board Member   -Grand Forks, ND 
Tim Skarperud   - Board Member    -Grand Forks, ND  
Keith Duchscher  - Board Member   -Rugby, ND 
Randy Westby  - Board Member   -Minot, ND 
Brian Westlund   - Board Member   -Grand Forks, ND     
Tyler Reisenauer  - Board Member   -Oxbow, ND 
Doug Taylor   - Board Member   -Williston, ND 
Dave Kuschel  - Board Member   -Minot, ND 
 
 
NDGA STAFF 
 
Judy Ness     -Accountant    -Bismarck, ND 
Steve Kottsick   -GHIN Director   -Minot, ND 
Darrell Berglund  -Rating Team   -Bismarck, ND 
Kathy Berglund  -Rating Team   -Bismarck, ND 
Pat Lahr    -Rating Team   -Bismarck, ND 
Gary Lahr   -Rating Team   -Bismarck, ND 
Cole Carroll   -PJ Boatwright Intern  -Pepin, WI 
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2017

Donations
The North Dakota Golf Association would like to provide the opportunity for 
members to assist in junior golf across the state of North Dakota.

Donations go to scholarships for participants in NDGA events thru a selection 
process, essay submission, the North Central Turf Grass Association scholarship, an 
average of $9,500 to junior golf programs that promote junior golf and allows them 
to compete across

If you are interested in donating, please complete form with donation and mail.

North Dakota Golf Association

Send Donation to:  ND Golf Association . PO Box 452 . Bismarck, ND 58502

Date:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Amount of Donation:

 Signature:

 NDGA Donation Form

Thank You!


